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LowCVP’s Andy Eastlake
ULEZ, CAZ, LEZ – but what 
does ‘clean’ mean?
Even with all the other distracting headlines coming out of 
Westminster, fleets operating in or around London must be 
aware that the capital’s Ultra Low Emission Zone (ULEZ) begins 
operating on 8 April this year. All vehicles, including cars and 
vans, will need to meet the tailpipe emissions standards or will 
have to pay an additional (£12) daily charge to drive in the 
ULEZ area (which initially matches the Congestion Charge Zone 
but which will be extended to inner London areas in 2021).

London is the first to introduce these standards universally, but 
across the UK many areas are encouraged to follow suit. This is 
in response to the UK Government’s push to improve air quality 
in the worst affected (mostly city-centre) areas following the 
failure to meet internationally agreed air pollution standards, 
highlighted by the NGO Client Earth in high profile court cases.
The London ULEZ is the forerunner for the introduction of Clean Air 
Zones (CAZ) to be introduced in several other cities (Birmingham, 
Leeds, Glasgow) around the UK (known as Low Emission Zones – 
LEZ – in Scotland). Other authorities will be watching the London 
experience closely, but the urgency of this issue is forcing action
 While it’s unfortunate we have different names to describe these 
air quality action areas, the critical point for fleets (operating 
across the whole UK of course) is to have consistency and clarity. 
So operators should be reassured that the Government (advised 
by LowCVP and other bodies) is ensuring that there’s a consistent 
national framework for these emission zones (including the ULEZ, 
CAZ and LEZ) so that operators know that compliance with rules 
in one local authority area are consistent with those in another.
 Operating Euro 6 or VI for diesel and Euro 4 petrol, means 
almost any new vehicle you have bought in the last three or four 
years should be compliant (and not chargeable), and everyone 
should be clear that any vehicle of any fuel type bought today 
meets the requirements of all these low emissions zones.
 So far, only London and Birmingham have announced plans for 
CAZ ‘D’ low emission zones that will include standards for cars. 
Leeds has announced a charging zone to include HGVs (type ‘B’ in 
government lingo; type ‘A’ is for buses, coaches, taxis and private 
hire vehicles while type ‘D’ can cover nearly all road vehicles). Of 
the other ‘first wave’ authorities, Manchester is initially proposing 
a type ‘B’ CAZ from 2021 (extending to type ‘C’ – including vans 
and minibuses from 2023) while Nottingham plans to meet air 
quality targets without the introduction of a charging CAZ. 
A further 23 ‘second wave’ local authorities have been directed by 
the Government’s Joint Air Quality Unity (JAQU) to develop local 
plans to ensure air quality compliance, while 33 more authorities 
are under notice to ensure they comply over the next three years. 
So ‘clean’ clearly meets the clean standards across the board, but is 
‘zero’ really zero?  The vision is clear and the writing is on the wall (or 
on the pages of the Government’s strategies anyway). Zero tailpipe 
emissions is the aspiration and we already have clear messages from 
London and Oxford, that Zero Emission Zones (ZEZ) are coming. For 
the LowCVP an urgent focus is to try to get these to share a common, 
intuitive structure and definitions too (which they don’t yet!)
 Change is coming apace and fleet managers will need to stay 
consistently alert to make sure they’re on the right side of new regulations 
and striving to meet future ambitions, while maximising efficiency and 
contributing to improvements in the quality of the air we all breathe. 
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A Freedom of Information 
request submitted by the 
Liberal Democrats has revealed 
that more than 100 UK local 
authorities say they have no 
plans to increase their number 
of EV charging points.
 As reported in the Guardian, 
findings from the 301 councils 
responding to the Freedom 
of Information requests 
showed that 122 UK councils 
have a plan in place to increase 
the number of charge points 
while 62 are planning on 
taking steps to increase the 
number without a formal plan. 
Eight councils insist that 
they had no appropriate 
locations for installing new 
charge points. 60 councils 
failed to respond.
 “Unless there is urgent action 
to tackle our out-of-control 
transport emissions, our 
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environment and the health 
of future generations will suffer,” 
said Ed Davey, the Liberal 
Democrat former energy and 
climate change secretary.
 A spokesperson for the DfT 
said: “Our vision is to have 
one of the best infrastructure 
networks in the world for 
EVs, and we want charging 
points to be accessible, 
affordable and secure.
 “Our Road to Zero strategy 
sets out our commitment 
to massively expand EV 
infrastructure, while the 
£400m public-private charging 
infrastructure investment 
fund will see thousands 
more charging points 
installed across the UK.”

FOI request reveals 100 councils have no 
plans to increase EV charging points
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BVRLA paper champions mobility credit 
scrappage scheme

The BVRLA has released a 
policy paper outlining how a 
mobility credits scheme could 
incentivise more sustainable 
journeys involving public, 
shared and active transport.
 The association’s policy paper 
suggests how such a scheme 
could be used in conjunction 
with new technologies such 
as integrated Mobility as a 
Service (MaaS) platforms.
 The Mobility Credits Scrappage 
Scheme policy paper makes 
the case for a nationally 
funded, locally targeted vehicle 
scrappage scheme that offers a 
mobility credit in exchange for 
a household scrapping its older, 
polluting vehicle. This credit can 
be spent on more sustainable 
‘pay-as-you-go’ private and 
public transport modes, including 
car and bike hire, car clubs, 
trams, buses and trains.
 As well as reducing emissions, 
this scheme advances the 
shift away from private car 
ownership and increases 
the availability of roadspace 
in crowded urban areas.
 The BVRLA and its members 
are already engaging with local 
and national policymakers to 

set out the role they can play in 
delivering the benefits promised 
by new mobility technologies 
and businesses models.
 BVRLA director of external 
relations Toby Poston said: 
“BVRLA members area 
already delivering the future 
of urban mobility by providing 
clean, flexible and affordable 
mobility to local businesses 
and residents in London, 
Birmingham, Manchester 
and every other major town 
and city across the UK.
 “Their services integrate 
with other modes of transport 
and can play a vital role in 
tackling the challenges facing 
urban policymakers, whether 
it is reducing congestion and 
the threat of terrorism 
or improving air quality 
and road safety.”

READ MORE

tinyurl.com/yynojprq

MOBILITY


